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A s you would be aware, Time for Kids has a long and 
proud history of providing respite care to children and young 
people, and providing them with experiences and mentoring 
that will help them to make positive life choices and enable 
them to grow into self reliant and responsible adults. 
 
One of the great achievements of Time for Kids care is that 
since its inception in 1960, Time for Kids has linked 4500 
children with volunteer carers and currently involves 153 
households providing support for 163 children. Time for Kids 
can proudly claim that for over 49 years, no child has been 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

As a result of this magnificent achievement, Time for Kids 
has won a national award from the 2009 Australian Crime 
and Violence Prevention Awards (ACVPA).   
 
President of the Time for Kids Board, Philip Scales, and Chief 
Executive Officer, Jo Wickes, accepted this special award on 
Thursday 29 October at Parliament House in Canberra.  
 
We recognise the magnificent contributions of so many since 
the organisation was established in 1960.  Many people have 
contributed a great deal to the work of Time for Kids and we 
acknowledge the tremendous contribution of our supporters 
and donors, board members, staff, volunteers, children and 
their family members and, of course, our extraordinary 
volunteer families.   
 
Volunteers and the children they care for are the heart and 
soul of Time for Kids and so we thank you and congratulate  

you all on winning this Award. 
 
Having recognised past achievements,  we now have the 
challenging opportunity to grow the organisation into the 
strongly-supported and well-resourced organisation it will 
need to be to take a major and prominent leadership role in 
the provision of critical services for children in need for the 
next 50 years. 

We have some exciting news to share:   
Time for Kids wins national crime and violence prevention award 

The Iƻƴ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ MP presenting the National 
Australian Crime & Violence Prevention Award to Time for Kids 
CEO, Jo Wickes and Board President, Philip Scales. 

Time for Kids staff were delighted to attend the 
North East region and Eastern region Aboriginal 
#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÕÃÃÅÓÓ Ȭ*ÕÓÔ 4ÏÏ 
$ÅÁÄÌÙȭ !×ÁÒÄÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρσȢ 4ÈÅ 
awards recognise Aboriginal year 12, SACE and 
Pathways Achievers and year 7 students 
ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÙÅÁÒ ψȢ 4ÈÅ Ȭ*ÕÓÔ 4ÏÏ $ÅÁÄÌÙȭ 
awards are an initiative of the Mari Yerta Mens 
and Young Mens Aboriginal Corporation.  The 
awards encourage young Aboriginal people to 
continue their learning, engage Aboriginal 
parents and the community to promote positive 
interaction, involvement and commitment to 
education and to increase school retention.  
Community members and partners from a wide 
range of community agencies attended and 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á 
barbecue, presentation ceremony and disco.  

ΨWǳǎǘ ¢ƻƻ 5ŜŀŘƭȅΩ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 

For more information about the Australian Institute of Criminol-
ogy, the award winners and Time for Kids go to: www.aic.gov.au/
publications 

 
See page 2 for an article from The Law Society Bulletin. 

Time for Kids is proud to work in partnership with the Aboriginal 
community and community agencies to celebrate the success of 
the students and to encourage them to keep aiming for the stars 
through their involvement in the Just Too Deadly awards. 

Young Aboriginal achievers with their award certificates.  

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications
http://www.aic.gov.au/publications


Time for Kids:  Early intervention changes lives 

 

S ÏÕÔÈ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ 0ÌÁÎ ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ 
state the best it can be: prosperous, environmentally rich, 
culturally stimulating, and offering its citizens every opportunity 
to live well and succeed. The Alliance Program recognises the 
interests and synergies that a number of organisations in South 
Australia have with the Plan, and its particular targets.  
 
Time for Kids was recently recognised as an Alliance Program 
member contributing to a number of the 98 targets of the State 
Strategic Plan across diverse areas including: reducing statewide 
crime rates, encouraging volunteering, early childhood 
development and addressing economic disadvantage. We 
received a certificate to acknowledge this partnership at a recent 
event at KPMG offices in Adelaide with other Alliance partners. 
For more information about the State Strategic Plan and Alliance 
Program visit:  www.stateplan.sa.gov.au 

S 
adly there are high numbers of 
children in society who are 
disadvantaged and at an 
elevated risk of delinquency, 

truancy, homelessness and criminal 
activity. As a way to combat this and 
redirect their attention and provide 
ǘƘŜǎŜ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
focus, Time for Kids was founded by 
William Scales SM in 1960. William 
Scales, who at the time was head of 
the South Australian Juvenile Court, 
founded Time for Kids after 
recognising that early intervention was 
ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 
 
Since this time, Time for Kids has 
assisted 4,500 South Australian 
children and their families. Time for 
Kids is a program that involves 
volunteer families in the community 
providing regular respite care by 
supporting a child living in these risky 
and disadvantaged environments, 
staying with them, usually one 
weekend a month or during school 
holidays, overnight or for a day, but on 
a regular basis. These families perform 
an invaluable service and over the 
years the value of Time for Kids has 
been acknowledged on an even 
greater scale.  
 
Last month Time for Kids was 
presented with a major Australian 
Award at Government House 
Canberra. It was one of eight National 
Winners for the 2009 Australian Crime 
& Violence Prevention Awards and the 

only South Australian recipient. The 
awards are a joint initiative of the 
Australian Government and the 
Australian Institute of Criminology. 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŀǿŀǊŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎΣ 
Philip Scales AM. 
 
The work Time for Kids has been doing 
for the last 49 years, and continues to 
do, is being applauded on all levels. 
 
In September, Time for Kids held a 
reception at Minter Ellison for more 
than 70 community and business 
leaders. The event was an opportunity 
to recognise the achievements of the 
organisation since its establishment. 
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΩǎ 
Reception, Philip Scales emphasised 
the importance of continued support 
from the South Australian community. 
άhƴŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
arrangement is that during its nearly 
50 years of operation, none of the 
children who have been placed have 
appeared before the Youth Court 
while on the program, and there are 
ƻǾŜǊ пΣрлл ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άL ŦƛƴŘ 
that quite extraordinary and recall that 
during my time on the Parole Board, 
looking at the backgrounds of the 
prisoners, and thinking how many of 
them would have turned out 
differently if they had had access to 
this program.  
 
ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ 

of success, just as important as this 
one. Perhaps the most important is 
the fact that the quality of life and 
future prospects for the children 
participating are substantially 
enhanced and many lives are turned 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ 
 
With a background in law, Philip Scales 
urges that there be greater support 
for, and acknowledgment of, the fact 
that early intervention strategies like 
this not only turn the lives of children 
around, but also generate great 
returns for the community by investing 
in them rather than spending money 
to fix up problems later on. He added, 
άL ǎŜŜ ŀ ΨǘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ ŎǊƛƳŜΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
needing to concentre more on being 
ǘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳŜΦέ 
 
ά²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
thousands of children in our 
community in need of the service our 
volunteer families provide. We also 
know how successful the program is 
and we have a dedicated Board and 
staff who feel obligated to help as 
many of these children as possible. 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΦέ 
 
Together with the support of 
ambassadors, key people, businesses 
and organisations, Time for Kids can 
continue to make a difference for 
South Australian children. 
 
Article reprinted with kind permission 

from the Law Society of SA Bulletin, 

Vol. 31 Issue 10 November 2009 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ 
Alliance Program Partner  

http://www.stateplan.sa.gov.au/


The seven principles are:  

The wellbeing of children and young people needs to 
be a national priority. 

The whole community is responsible for the wellbeing 
of children and young people. 

Families need support and resources to nurture 
children and young people. 

Children and young people should grow up in a safe 
environment. 

Children and young people should be valued and     
respected. 

Children and young people should have learning and 
development opportunities that encourage them to 
realise their potential. 

The capacity of children and young people to 
contribute to the community should be 
acknowledged and enabled.  

         
For more information visit www.aracy.org.au 

Putting children first: Time for Kids signs the Commitment to Young Australians 

Time for Kids is an enthusiastic  signatory to the Australian Research 
Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) Commitment to Young 
Australians.  
 
The principles outlined in the Commitment are important to us at Time 
for Kids as we direct our energy and activities towards providing high 
quality, positive experiences for children in need in South Australia.   
 
The Commitment to Young Australians is a statement of principles to 
guide ARACY member organisations in their decision-making and actions 
related to children and young people.  
 
As well as demonstrating their valuing of young Australians, 
organisations that sign the commitment are helping to create a social, 
cultural, political and economic environment that supports the 
wellbeing and development of children and young people.  Time for Kids staff in a festive mood, signing the 

ARACY  Commitment to Young Australians.  

CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΥ ¢ƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ aƻƴƛŎŀ hΩ²ƘŜŜƭ  

In 1995, Time for Kids (then called the 
Society of Sponsors) introduced Monica 
to seven-year-old Emma. Monica and 
Emma have been in contact ever since.  
 
Ȱ/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ %ÍÍÁ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÍÅ 
early on was that she wanted to be 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ -ÏÎÉÃÁȢ Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ 
always been fine by me; I like long 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓȢȱ 
 
In the early years, Monica and Emma 
spent their time together enjoying a 
range of activities such as cooking, 
painting, bushwalking, or meeting 
friends on Norwood Parade. One of 
their most recent outings was a visit to 
the opera ɀ a new experience for the 
now 21-year-old Emma.  
 
Ȱ7ÅȭÖÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 
-ÏÎÉÃÁȢ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÆÉÇÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
child likes and what you can do, and 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÓÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÌÉÅȢȱ 
 

As Emma grew older and her visits 
became less frequent, Monica also 
ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ %ÍÍÁȭÓ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒ 
brother and sister.  
 
Ȱ%ÍÍÁ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÌÉÖÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ 
challenges; life has never been easy for 
ÈÅÒȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ -ÏÎÉÃÁȢ Ȱ"ÕÔ ÓÈÅ ÉÍÍÅÎÓÅ 
capacities and abilities and a great 
spirit. To be a part of her life has been 
ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÇÒÅÁÔȢȱ  
 
!ÒÍÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ -ÏÎÉÃÁȭÓ ÒÅÃÉÐÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
favourite meals they shared ɀ and 14 
ÙÅÁÒÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ -ÏÎÉÃÁȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ 
encouragement ɀ Emma is now living 
independently and preparing for 
university study. Monica is happily 
retired, and is enjoying settling into her 
new retirement unit.  
 
Like Emma and her family, all of us at 
Time for Kids are grateful to Monica for 
her extraordinary commitment and 
generosity, and wish her all the very 
best for her retirement.  

W �Š�‡�•�����‘�•�‹�…�ƒ�����ï���Š�‡�‡�Ž��
moved to Adelaide from 
Tasmania, she missed 
having children in her life. 
So, with some time to spare 
and a desire to make a 
difference, she called Time 
for Kids.  

http://www.aracy.org.au/

