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Joining the Time for Kids Community 

I am delighted to have this opportunity to say hello 
to the Time for Kids community through our  
newsletter. 
 
My name is Jo Wickes and I have the privilege of 
being appointed Chief Executive Officer of Time for 
Kids. 
 
The past three weeks have been a time of informa-
tion gathering about this amazing organisation.  I 
have been delighted with the stories I have heard 
and the passion and energy devoted to helping  
children to make positive changes in their lives. 
 
I am most respectful that Time for Kids has a long 
and proud history of helping children in need. It is 
a remarkable achievement that over the past 49 
years, 4500 children have been matched with a  
volunteer family through Time For Kids. 
 
Prior to Time for Kids I have worked for Oxfam 
Australia, The Big Issue and the Body Shop. Most 
recently I was Manager of Anglicare’s Magdalene 
Centre located in the heart of the city.  I was also 
Chairperson for Homelessness SA. 
 
The Magdalene Centre provides a range of services to 
over 10,000 low income and disadvantaged households 

from across the Adelaide met-
ropolitan area to address their 
immediate crisis and the rea-
sons that have led them to seek 
help.  
 
These services include emer-
gency and financial  
assistance, social enterprise, 
counselling, advocacy, referrals, financial counselling, 
and assistance to  
secure accommodation, longer-term support in housing 
and case management for people with complex needs. 
 
The centre is made up of a diverse community. At a 
glance, 30% of people come from culturally and  
linguistically diverse backgrounds—most are  
humanitarian arrivals—20% are indigenous people, 
25% are homeless and 50% of households contain  
children. Around 4000 children are assisted each year.  
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Nova and 5AA open their doors to Time for Kids 

TFK’s Kerrie and Tracey with Nova’s Ryan ‘Fitzy’ Fitzgerald. 

A great morning was had by all, when eight 
lucky TFK kids (and two very happy  staff) 
were treated to a Nova/5AA station visit.  
General Manager, Paul Bartlett, gave the 
group a personal tour of the station. And af-
ter watching the Nova brekkie team finish 
their show, the kids were able to go into the 
studio for autograph signing and photos.  
We’ve heard that many of the kids have 
framed their signed photos, and are still talk-
ing about their 
adventure.  
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To address all of the needs of these 
people required a huge team effort, 
and a lot of support from partner-
ships including the Housing Legal 
Clinic with Minter Ellison Lawyers 
to offer free legal services; National 
Australia Bank to offer free financial 
advice and planning services; the 
Courts Administration Authority and 
Drug Court Program to support peo-
ple battling substance use; The Big 
Issue street paper; Street Soccer 
team; African Women’s Federation 
of SA and the Nile United Sudanese 
Youth Group. 

Through working with our partners 
and other organisations we have 
been able to create and improve  
services to disadvantaged and  
marginalised families in South  
Australia. I will be focussing on  
developing new partnerships at Time 
for Kids, to greatly enhance the  
support and services we provide. 
 
Everyone who runs a household 
knows that the past year has seen 
rises in the cost of living of many 
essential items such as food, petrol, 
power and rent. This has impacted 
negatively on households reliant on 
Centrelink benefits for income. 
Sadly, there is now every indication 
that the next 6-12 months will be 
even harder as many people lose 
jobs and struggle to keep a roof over 
their heads. We know that financial 
and housing worries increase the 
stress on families, taking a toll on 
the children in these households. 
 
Whilst working at The Magdalene 
Centre it became apparent to me that 
we need to do as much as possible to 
support the children of disadvan-
taged households – to ensure that 
every South Australian child has 
access to every opportunity and to 
strengthen the families and carers 
who support and nurture these  
children. 
 
 

I am very excited to have this  
opportunity to work with the Time 
for Kids family – volunteers, carers, 
the kids and their families, the staff 
and the management Board – to fur-
ther develop and expand our vital 
work in early intervention for chil-
dren, and to strengthen the resources 
and capabilities of the children and 
their families.  
 
We are well placed to build on the 
rich tradition of good work at Time 
for Kids, providing new services and 
new ways of support and offering 
new opportunities to increasing 
numbers of children. 
 
I look forward to meeting you all 
and to working closely with you as 
together we broaden and expand the 
great work of Time for Kids. 
If you would like to contact me call 
8362 3611 or email 
joanne@timeforkids.com.au 

Free Flicks for Kids  
Thanks to the support and gen-
erosity of the Ladies of Variety 
and the Chelsea cinema, TFK 
kids and their carers are invited 
to free screenings of three great 
family-friendly films.  
 
May 1  The Tale of Despereaux  
May 29  Hotel for Dogs 
June 26  Ice Age 3 
 

For more info or to book your 
place at any or all of the films, 
email Anne at 
anne@timeforkids.com.au, or 
call on 8362 6311.  
 
Please let us know the number 
of adults and children who will 
be attending, and the children’s 
names and ages.  

There are still places available in 
our upcoming Child Safe  
Environments training sessions, to 
be held at the following times and 
locations: 
June 6th  Northern Volunteering, 

Salisbury 

June 27th  Fullarton Park  

Community Centre, Fullarton 

July 5th  Hallett Cove Youth  

Service, Hallett Cove 

Free Training for Carers 

To book your place, for more 
information or to find out about 
reimbursement of child care 
costs to attend the course, call 
our office on 8362 6311. If you 
are unable to attend any of these 
sessions, please contact us to 
discuss options. 
 
And don’t forget that all regis-
tered carers are required to hold 
a senior First Aid certificate.  
  

To book, simply call St John 
or visit their website to find a 
suitable date and location. 
Then phone Time for Kids 
with your preference, and 
we’ll organise the booking for 
you. 
St John:  call 8306 6900, or 
visit:www.stjohnsa.com.au 



Golfing for Good: The Liquor Industry Charity Golf Day 

 

Time for Kids is grateful and honoured to be a 
recipient of proceeds from the annual Liquor 
Industry Golf Day.  
This event has continued since its beginnings 
in 1952, when a group of publicans decided to 
combine their love of golf with philanthropy.  
Since then, publicans, suppliers and  
employees from the hotel industry have con-
tinued to volunteer their time to ensure the tra-
dition continues. And each year, their fund-
raising reaches record highs.  
 
Time for Kids would like to thank the Liquor 
Industry Charity Golf Day Committee, the 
Grange Golf course, Bank SA and the guests 
who generously supported this year’s event.   
This donation will go towards placing disad-
vantaged local children with volunteer carer 
families.  

Farewell, for now … 
 
To Kerrie McCann, who begins her maternity leave this month. 
We’re all eagerly looking forward to meeting Baby McCann when  
Kerrie returns to TFK later this year (as if we can wait that long!).  

And welcome to … 
 
Our newest social worker, Rachel 
Moyle, who will be taking care of 
Kerrie’s families while she is 
away.  
 
Before joining TFK in February, 
Rachel spent two years in New 
Zealand completing a Masters de-
gree in Social Work and working 
in childcare. Rachel loves reading, 
playing netball, cooking and walk-
ing her dog.   

Then we’d love to see you in our 
Norwood office. We’re currently 
seeking volunteers, so we can  
provide even better services to our 
carers and children.  
 
Join Anne in our administrative 
area to help with office duties. If 
you have one day or even a half 
day to spare on a regular basis, we 
would love your help. 
 
Do you love to organise events? 
Are you full of fundraising ideas? 
Then TFK would like to invite you 
to join our first ever fundraising 
committee.   
 
If you are able to help, or know 
someone who’d like to support the 
work of Time for Kids in these ar-
eas, please call Jo Wickes on:   
8362 6311 or email 
joanne@timeforkids.com.au 

Time for Kids CEO, Jo Wickes with LICGD Chairman,  Rob Gillies.  

Have some time to spare? 



 
In this newsletter, we farewell Time For Kids General  
Manager, Kathy Garrett. Over the past five years Kathy has 
been an outstanding leader and has been instrumental in 
supporting and nurturing Time For Kids to the point it has 
reached today. We want to acknowledge the enormous  
contribution that Kathy has made and we wish Kathy every 
success as she embarks on a new career with the South  
Australian Government.  

Thanks for 5 Great Years. 

Farewell to our General Manager 

 
The new laws will require children to be appropri-
ately restrained in a motor vehicle in a suitable ap-
proved restraint from birth up to the age of seven.  
Specifically, the laws will require children: 
• Up to the age of six months to be restrained in 

a rearward facing child restraint (e.g. infant 
capsule).  

• From six months until the age of four to be re-
strained in either a rearward or forward facing 
restraint (e.g. child safety seat). 

• From four years until the age of seven to be 
restrained in either a forward facing child re-
straint or booster seat restrained by a correctly 
adjusted and fastened seat belt or child safety 
harness.  

 
The new laws also deal with the issue of children sit-
ting in the front seat of a vehicle. 
• Children up to four years of age must be re-

strained in the rear of the vehicle (where the 
vehicle has two or more rows of seats). 

 
 

 
• Children aged between four and seven years 

will not be permitted to sit in the front seat 
unless all other seating positions are already 
occupied by children under seven. 

 
For advice or assistance, or if you need help provid-
ing car seats, please call the Time for Kids office on 
8362 6311.   
 
For further information about the new regulations, 
call the RAA’s Child Safety Centre on  8202 4592, 
or visit their website at www.raa.com.au 
 
Information from:  www.dtei.sa.gov.au/roadsafety/Safer_behaviours/
seatbelts 

New child restraint laws:  Are you ready? 

 

 
Diary Date 

The Time for Kids barbecue 
has been tentatively  

rescheduled for October 
24th.  More details soon.  
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Although the exact date hasn’t been announced, new child restraint laws will come into effect later 

this year.  


